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THREE QUESTIONS
▪ Why we should ask rights based questions in

technology transfer?

▪ Why transitional societies, not post conflict societies?

▪ Can the gap between rights and needs bridged?
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TRANSITIONAL SOCIETIES
▪ Post-war or post-conflict
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TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
▪ Need to consider the social aspects
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TECNOLOGY TRANSFER & 
RIGHTS BASED QUESTIONS 

▪ Technology transfer is a key ingredient in the
transitional societies.

▪ It has been part of the development discourse.

▪ Technology transfer is multifaceted & several
narratives are in play.
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POST WAR PERSPECTIVE
▪ Development Drive (Liberal Peace)

▪ Private Investment (Investing in Peace)

▪
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3 Cases from Sri Lanka  

▪ Sampur Coal Power Plant  - Eastern Sri Lanka

▪ 65,000 Prefabricated Housing – Northern Sri Lanka

▪ Proposed solar & wind farms – Northern Sri Lanka
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Sampur Coal Power Plant
▪
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▪
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Weapons of the Weak?

(James Scott, 1985)
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Moving from periphery to centre 



65,000 Housing Project

▪
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▪ ArcelorMittal – Intensified scrap reuse

▪ 90% of what was previously categorised as waste 
is now being sold or reused internally.

▪3.7 million tons of by-products commercialized.

▪Revenue from by-product sales: USD 45.8 million.
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Renewable Energy Project 
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LIVING WITHIN ECOLOGICAL LIMITS
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PUZZLE  
How to make the transitions just?
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A FRAMEWORK

Involvement
Policy design & 
implementation

Innovation 
(Technology)

Cost effectiveness 
& sustainability 

Investment
Financing in 
Innovation 
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Rights Based Considerations
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Rights vs Needs
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ECOLOGICAL HEGEMONY OR
ECOLOGICAL DEMOCRACY 
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Ecological 
Hegemony 

Ecological 
Democracy

The most important question is, 
Who is dominant & for what purpose 
& who is subordinate & what do 
they gain or lose?

What is the role of human rights in this transition? 



Key Considerations 
 Equity in an unequal world

 20th century institutions and governance for a 21st 
century challenge

 Special case of transitional societies

 A new, smarter road to the future transitions

 The opportunities of taking the road less travelled
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